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A Note from Z's 

Thanks for picking up the ALLiance #3. I'm very excited to announce a 

partnership between ALLiance and Corvus Distribution. Hard copies of 

ALLiance can now be ordered through Corvus' online store - 

http ://www,corvu sdistribution.org/shop/ . This partnership will allow for 

the widest distribution at the lowest price. 

I'm also very happy to announce that James from the Tulsa Alliance of the 
Libertarian Left fhttp://www.meetup.com/TulsaAnarehy/) has joined the 
ALLiance Journal project. His influence is all over this issue. Aside from 
writing The Weird Case for Market Means to Socialist Ends, he also 
provided the graphics found on pages 1, 13, 18, and 31. 

Of course I would also like to thank everyone who has written letters, 
donated money, and made suggestions. Veteran zinester James N. Dawson 
wrote a letter that made me think a lot. It was posted on my website and 
garnered a number of responses. It can be read at 

http://chrislempa.wordpress.com/2009/06/04/letter_of_comment_to_allian 
eel/ . I encourage everyone to take a look at his letter. 

On a closing note, please consider submitting to the next issue. I will 
consider anything of any length. Articles, studies, poems, songs, drawings, 
pictures are all welcomed. The deadline is November 1, 2009. What do 
you have to lose? 

Thanks for your support. 

Chris Lempa 

chris (at) chrislempa.info 

www.chrislempa.wordpress.com 

PO Box 442353 

Lawrence, KS 66044 




Online Resources 

Agorist Action Alliance - www.agorism.info/ 

Alliance of the Libertarian Left- www.libcrtarianleft.org 

Anarchist FAQ - http : //www. anarc h y lag . org/ 

Anarchist News - www.anarchistnews.org 

AnarchoBlogs - www.anarchoblogs.org 

Association of Libertarian Feminists - www.alf.org 

Blogosphere of the Libertarian Left- vvww.libertarianleft.bravehost.com 

Center for a Stateless Society - http://c4ss.org 

Feminist Blogs - http://feministhlogs.org/ 

Forums of the Libertarian Left - www.libertarianleft.freeforums.org 

Invisible Molotov Distro - http://invisiblemolotov.wordpress.com 

Libertarian Enterprise - http://www.ncc-! 776.org/ 

Libertarian Left Aggregator - www.lcftlibertarian.org 

Liberty Activism Repository - http://libertvactivism.info 

Molinari Institute - www.praxeologv.net7molinari.htm 

Rational Review News Digest - www.rationalreview.com/news 

Strike the Root - www.strike-the-root.com 
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has read his Studies in Mutual ist Political Economy or 
Organization Theory and has become aware of, or if your me 
daydreamed about, Ralph Borsodi and Peter Kropotkin's 
discussions of the potentials found in the home/factory. The locus 
of production in Sir Thomas More's Utopia was also the home. I 
think after reading Carson and returning to More you will find that 
our little movement has a grander history and might not be so little 
as we thought. From Book One: "Simple theft is not so great a 
crime that it ought to cost a man his head, yet no punishment 
however severe can withhold a man from robbery when he has no 
other way to eat." 

Additional Suggestions 
Theory/History 
Left Liberty a journal of mutualist anarchist history and theory, 
Corvus Distribution. 

Iron Fist Behind the Invisible Hand by Kevin Carson, Invisible 
Molotov Distribution. 
Calculated Chaos by Butler Shaffer 

An Agorist Primer by Samuel Edward Konkin III (aka SEK3) 
Socialist Ends, Market Means (Five Essays by Gary Chartier), 
Center for a Stateless Society/Tulsa ALL 
Temporary Autonomous Zone by Hakim Bey 

Strateg y 
New Libertarian Manifesto by SEK3 
Rules for Radicals by Saul Alinsky 
Trajectory of Change by Michael Albert 
Liberating Learning by Darian Worden, New Jersey ALL. 

DIY 

Toolbox for Sustainable City Living by Scott Kellogg and Stacy 

Pettigrew 

Making Shit and Doing Things, Microcosm Publishing. 

Urban Homestead by Kelly Coyne and Erik Knutzen. 




Hermes in the Agora 

(Communication, Cultural Mediation and the Anarchic Spirit) 

By Nick Louras 

I. 
It is Hermes who concerns us here, god of 
language and magic, the subtle, but all-powerful, 
spirit of communication, invoked with every act 
of social intercourse, embodied in every word 
that reaches another's ear. 

At its most simple, Anarchy is Hermes 
unfettered. 

So long as our modes of communication are 
restricted, directed, manipulated and controlled, 
there can be no liberty. 

II. 

But nor do tyrants possess any power except where individuals assent to 
use their language. 

State is an illusion. Tin stars and six-shooters are real; police are not real. 
Flags are magical/demonic sigils imbued with power through fear, false- 
pride and consensus belief. In every parliament on earth, powdered whores 
enact a dreadful Grand Guignol and the people throw roses, for a moment 
believing it all true. 

Antique "Movement" tactics drape flesh upon this ghost-State. To march 
in the streets is to recognize the authority you march against. 

Let us begin to live free by admitting this much: Our enemy is a false 
paradigm. 

III. 
There are no top-down conspiracies. All conspiracies are grassroots. The 
average person will insensibly and emotionally defend the status quo. 
They will defend it with a tooth-and-nail tenacity in direct inverse 
proportion to the challenge of libertarianism. They will do this without 
prompt or manipulation because it is their life that is being challenged. 
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Whether they like it or not, whether they know it or not, whether by 
design, by accident, by weakness, or boredom, most people have thrown 
their lot in with the status quo. 

IV. 
Important Questions that might lead to alternate paradigms are never 
asked. Thought has been arrested and made to stagnate by the triumph of 
false dichotomies. Ludicrous either/or premises redirect human passion 
away from creative imagination into the wasteland of dogmatism. 
Fascism vs Communism, Left vs Right, Control vs Bedlam, Theism vs 
Materialism, Religion vs Humanism, Pragmatism vs Idealism. 

These are tombstones, not choices! 

False dichotomies are the product of mediation. There is no discourse 
outside The Media. We have delegated all conversation to "big" platforms 
that ostensibly put us in universal/instantaneous contact, but in reality 
"speak on our behalf." These media outlets are owned/licensed/controllcd 
by corporations, advertisers and government. They exist for no purpose 
except to reinforce the current paradigm. Purveyors of "news" are 
infamous perpetrators, especially when it comes to the false dichotomy, 

presenting every "story" as a conflict between 
two hyperbolic groups: corporations/labor 
unions, warmongers/demonstrators, 
Republicans/Democrats. 

By limiting the argument to two non- 
insurrectionary options, they are assured of the 
continued dominance of the culture. All media 
therefore functions as an advertisement for the 
paradigm. Likewise: individuals who advance 
media-generated either/or arguments (see III). 

There can be no pure interaction, no spontaneous culture, when everyone 
is using identical channels of communication, transmitting corporate logos 
and banner ads with their correspondences, or worse, conforming their 
identities to a template. 

Notwithstanding early cyberpunk fantasy, it was inevitable that the 




Some Recommended Reading from the Tulsa ALL 
By James Tuttle 

I hope to provide food for thought and vindication of general left- 
libertarian theory and strategy. 

1 . The Debates of Liberty by Wendy McElroy, ISBN 0-739 1 -0473- 
X 

Wendy McElroy's "Overview of Individualist Anarchism, 1881- 
1908" is not only a fantastic introduction to individualist 
anarchism particularly and anarchism in general, but she presents 
fair exposition to those core controversies that have been debated 
by anarchists forever. 

2. Concerning Women by Suzanne La Follette, ISBN-10: 
040504464X 

Suzanne Le Follette was a friend of Albert J. Nock and a 
contributor and fellow editor of The Freeman. She was libertarian 
and a feminist that in the 1920s wrote radical insights like, "The 
State always represents the organized interest of a dominant class; 
therefore the subjection of other classes may be said to benefit the 
State, and their emancipation may be opposed as a danger to the 
State." 

3. Whipping Girl.by Julia Serano, ISBN (10) 1-58005-154-5 

Julia Serano is a scientist, writer, a poet and a transgender activist. 
In Whipping Girl she illustrates the difficulties of being a 
transgendered woman in a sexist/cisssexist culture and that 
activism cannot be an incremental process, for some it's a decision 
between life and death. 

4. The Politics of Reality by Marilyn Frye, ISBN 0-89594-099-X 
For those that have been around the left-libertarian blogs of 
Charles "RadGeek" Johnson or Professor Roderick T. Long's 
Austro-Alhenian Empire will be familiar with Marilyn Frye's essay 
Oppression. I am here to formally recommend the book that 
contains such a beloved essay. The Politics of Reality will take you 
through Marilyn Frye's process of recognizing, identifying and 
coining to terms with sexism. Once we have a target we can take 
aim and take it down. 

5. Utopia by Sir Thomas More, ISBN 0-393-96145-1 

By now it might be requirement to know of Kevin Carson if one is 
to claim left-libertarian ism and get away with it. For everyone that 
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Lcft-Libcrtarianism and the Weird Case for Market Means to 

Socialist Ends. 

By James Tuttle, Tulsa Alliance of the Libertarian Left 

In the Political Zoo, amongst all the established Political animals, 
from right-wing hawks and left- Wing doves, from Democratic donkeys to 
Republican elephants, by far the strangest of all the animals, to the 
uninitiated, is the left-libertarian. To the other members of the 
animal kingdom, the left-libertarian is a zebra with blue and orange 
stripes, marked by clashing colors that render its herd-based 
camouflage useless. To some skeptics, the clash of colors looks like a 
warning: "Poison! Do not ingest!" 

In five essays the Tulsa ALL has collected here, Gary Chartier offers 
a very clear and introductory case that left-libertarian theory is not 
a clash of colors or a source of poison, but a welcome antidote to 
tired categories. He argues in the first two essays that 
left- libertarian ism is authentically libertarian — but, also 
authentically leftist. In the third and fourth, he engages in and 
offers remedies for apparent tensions between the spirit of socialism 
on the one hand and, on the other, socialism as understood by vulgar 
libertarians and practiced by state socialists. He offers a way of 
understanding socialism as a position that ought to be attractive to 
libertarians. In the fifth and final essay, he applies 
left- libertarian insights and offers a theoretically sound approach to 
the high-volume, low-insight health-care debate. I can't help but 
spoil the ending: to achieve goals, there's no better strategy than 
unleashing the wonders of the freed market. 

Gary Chartier is a member of the Center for a Stateless Society's advisory 
panel. He blogs at h ftp: //www, libera taw, blogspot. com . Socialist Ends, 
Market Means (Five Essays by Gary Chartier) can be downloaded at 

http://c4ss.org/content/I007 . 
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Internet would become ad space - the same way the rest of our culture has 
(why wouldn't it? The same people are using it!). 

Indeed, technology has evolved into a means of homogenization and 
alienation. Home and personal media devices removed physical proximity 
and the shared experience. The forms of art and communication that were 
transferred from the public sphere to the domestic/bodily then dried up. 
(For example, truly independent cinema died with the drive-in and the 
local art-house; now only studios owned by corporations which also own 
multiplex chains continue to release films theatrically.) 

V. 
The government cynically declares itself an arbiter, the citizen's advocate 
against big business. Of course, this uninterrupted sea of commercial 
homogeneity and Monolithic Culture is a direct result of government 
favoritism and collusion with corporations to subvert truly free 
("Hermetic") exchange. 

Commercial media licenses, subsidies, interstate commerce laws, property 
and bartering taxes (i.e. punishment of alternative systems), 
nationalization and "public good" have all been employed to force the 
spread of Monolithic Culture. The push has been fast and overwhelming, 
with holdouts inevitably running afoul of eminent domain, rezoning, and 
governing-board fiat. 

Even those individuals clever and brave enough to pursue lives outside the 
norm are shackled to the system by bureaucracy, taxation, ID/insurance 
requirements and monotonous surveillance. The state depends on universal 
adherence to one way of life for its revenue, its mandate, and its ability to 
act unchecked; thus renegades cannot be tolerated. 

And so we watch populations move through the mainstream culture: 
irritable, unhappy, dangerous, they stare at the same television shows, eat 
the same poisonous food, serve their sentences in some variation on the 
same soul-crushing job (cynically antagonistic to those who suggest a 
ludic freedom). 

VI. 
Make no mistake, we are champions of the market: a free exchange of 
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